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Farmer’s Expectation of Community Enterprise Cluster
Development: A Case Study of Community Enterprise Group in Nong

Goom Subdistrict Areas, Bo Ploi District, Kanchanaburi Province.
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were to determine 1) farmer’s expectation of community
enterprise cluster development, 2) the relationship between some general backgrounds of
respondents with their expectation on community enterprise cluster development and 3) their
constraints and recommendations on community enterprise cluster development. The subject
were 34 sweetcorn cultivators who had already members of community enterprise group in
Nong Goom subdistrict areas, Bo Ploi district, Kanchanaburi province and were selected by
completely random sampling technique. Data were obtained by interviews and were analyzed

for the following descriptive statistics, frequency, percentage, arithmetic mean, and standard
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deviation. Inferential statistics for testing hypothesis was Pearson product moment correlation
coefficient.

The results revealed the following findings. Most farmers’ major occupation was
sweetcorn cultivators. Average total annual income was 1,041,447.1 baht per household.
Averagecorn cultivation experience was 7 years. Most popular varieties were “HI-BRIX 3” and “A
75" and were cultivated 3-4 crops a year. Cultivation period was 68-75 days. Major disease was
downy mildew. Major insect pest was corn earworm which infected during flower bloom period.
Volunteer labor forces among community enterprise members for planting and harvesting were
found. Variables cost was around 4,520-5,020 baht per rai while net profit was around 1,980-
2,730 baht per rai. Raw products were sold at guarantee price of 4.00-4.50 baht per kg. for
standard grade of 3 cobs per kg. Respondents recognized that the benefit from their
engagement in community enterprise included their own cooperation among members in inputs
and technology allocation, bargaining power and supports from concerned agencies. The main
constraint was the lack of funding support from concerned agencies. All respondents required
technical advices from concerned agencies and group purchasing for inputs. Testing
hypothesis indicated that some backgrounds of respondents that affected community enterprise

cluster development were age, leadership and their participation in community public services.

Key words: community enterprise, cluster development, sweetcorn cultivation, Kan Chanaburi

province
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Table 1 Farmer’s expectation of community enterprise cluster development

planning ltems

Average score

Production cluster development

Production 2.98
Input used 2.98
Group building in input used bargaining 2.98
Marketing cluster development
Request supporting from concerned private agency 3.00
Price bargaining 3.00
Transportation 2.94
Group building in marketing channel 2.72
Group building for sale 2.68
Request supporting from concerned government agencies 2.68
Distribution methods 2.38
Processing 1.50
Grading 1.26
Packaging 1.10
Group empowerment development
Man power 1.89
Note: 1/ Average score refers to average score of expectation activities towards community enterprise cluster

development

Level of their expectation score were as follows:

Highly expected = 2.34-3.00
Moderately expected = 1.67-2.33

Lowly expected = 1.00-1.66
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Table 2 Relationships between independent factors and farmer's expectation of community

enterprise cluster development

Dependent factors

Production Marketing Group
Independent factors
cluster cluster empowerment
development development development
Personal background
Age -.013 -.346* -.238
Level of education .163 .015 .032
Community enterprise - 117 120 -.028
experiences
Economic background
Number of occupation 107 .103 -.067
Farm income 120 -.210 .029
Non farm income 151 -.064 .190
Household debts .084 -.131 -.092
Source of debts .049 -.109 -.144
Social background
Leadership status .367* -.259 -.200
Public services participation .026 -.039 -.360*

Note: * At significance level .05
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Table 3 Constraints and recommendations on community enterprise cluster development

(n = 34)
Problems No problem
Total
ltems
No. % No. %
No. %

Constraints

Lack of funding from concerned 17 50.0 17 50.0 34 100.0

agencies
Recommendations

Technical support from concerned 34 100.0 0 0.00 34 100.0

agencies

Group building promation in input 33 97.1 1 2.9 34 100.0

used

Promotion on modern technology that 34 100.0 0 0.0 34 100.0

applicable in community enterprise

cluster development activities

Appropriate input used supporting for 33 971 1 2.9 34 100.0

most effective production
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